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After the funeral: Guidance on Churchyard regulations and memorials
This leaflet is designed to offer you help and information that you may need after the funeral, especially regarding the use of the churchyard and Garden of Remembrance at St. Margaret’s Church. These are special places, offering visitors and mourners alike, the opportunity to reflect and pray in green and tranquil surroundings.

As consecrated ground, burials, interments of ashes following cremation and the erection of any monuments or signs in the churchyard are governed by the Diocesan Chancellor’s regulations. We will always try to meet your wishes but it must be borne in mind that the Vicar is wholly subject to these regulations in giving approval.

We hope the information that follows will be helpful. If you have any further questions however, or are unsure of or troubled about anything, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Revd Jules A. Barnes

Priest in Charge, St. Margaret’s Warnham

01403 273302   barnesjules@btinternet.com

Parish Office: 01403 265041 admin@warnhamchurch.co.uk


Who may be buried or have their ashes interred at St. Margaret’s Church?
Anyone resident in the parish, those named on the church electoral roll, and anyone dying within the parish boundary has a legal right to burial in the parochial burial ground of St. Margaret’s. This right is not restricted to those who have been baptised or to members of the worshipping community. 

Where these conditions are not met however, if there is an existing family grave in the churchyard, it is usually possible for another member of the family to be buried, or their ashes interred, in the same grave.

Interment of Ashes

Following cremation, ashes are buried in our Garden of Remembrance. They are interred loose, without a casket or other container. You should contact your undertaker to arrange this when you are ready. The undertaker will then contact the church to agree a time for the interment and arrange for the plot to be prepared and also made good following the burial of ashes.

A memorial plaque may be placed in the gravel border to mark the place of burial. Plaques can be ordered from Lynne Southgate only. Please phone her on 01403 260898 or email lynne.southgate@btinternet.com, with the wording you require, and she will organise this for you.
You may wish to place a small arrangement of fresh flowers on the gravel border in front of the plaque. Please note that artificial flowers or foliage, or any other type of inscription, memorial, or stone cannot be allowed (and may have to be removed if introduced.)
Reservations in the Garden of Remembrance are normally only made for the surviving partner of a married couple. 

The exception to interment of ashes in the Garden of Remembrance is where there is already a family grave in the churchyard. In this case, ashes may be interred, and marked by a plaque, in the site of the grave. 
Churchyard Memorials

If your loved one has been buried in the churchyard, you may wish to arrange for the erection of a headstone after the funeral. Applications should be made via your undertaker/monumental mason, and they will guide you through the regulations (see below) to ensure you achieve what you feel is fitting and appropriate. 
Applications should not be submitted earlier than six months after the burial: this allows the ground to settle, and gives time for you to consider what type of memorial and message you think most fitting.  Epitaphs should ‘honour the dead, comfort the living and inform posterity.’
You may wish to plant bulbs within the soil of the grave, or to leave fresh flowers. Plants and cut flowers may also be place in sunken containers within the area of the grave. Please note that trees and shrubs may not be planted; nor are artificial flowers and foliage, or raised containers allowed.



For the years to come:

Book of Remembrance 

A book of remembrance, recording the names of those who have their resting place in the churchyard, is on display in a cabinet in the church building. The pages are turned regularly. Entries are made by a calligrapher and if you would like the name of your loved one to be added, there is a small charge of £25.

All Souls’ Day, 2nd November

Each year we hold service of remembrance on All Souls’ Day. If you would like to add the name of your dear departed to the list to be remembered and prayed for by name, you should add it to the list which is available at the back of church in the weeks before the service.
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Lilies at Easter

At Easter, as we remember the resurrection of Christ, we decorate the church with lilies. The flowers can be given in memory of people, whose names are recorded on a decorative list which is displayed in church. Once again, forms are in the back of church during the weeks before Easter, if you wish to purchase a commemorative lily in this way.

Headstones and Monuments 

(Diocesan Chancellor’s regulations – for information only)
It is very important indeed that you consult your undertaker or monumental mason to make the application for any headstone, tablet or other permanent monument to be placed on consecrated ground. Sadly, items that do not comply cannot be allowed. 

Headstones: Size 
No more than 4ft nor less than 2ft 6in high
(1200mm, 750mm); 
No more than 3ft nor less than 1ft 8in wide 
(900mm, 500mm); 
No more than 6in nor less than 3in thick 
(150mm, 75mm), unless slate is to be used in which case a thickness of 2in (50mm) is permitted; 
In the case of infant burials, headstones must be no less than 2ft x 1ft 3in x 2in (600mm x 375mm x 50mm).

A base forming an integral part of the design of a headstone may be included, provided it does not project more than 2in (50mm) beyond the headstone in any direction and provided that it is fixed on a foundation slab of an approved material which itself is fixed flush with the ground and extending 3in to 5in (75mm to 125mm) all round so that a mower may freely

pass over it. 
Integral sockets for flower vases are NOT permitted in head stone bases.

Headstones: Materials

The following stone is permitted:

Limestone: Portland Hornton

Purbeck or Horsham Nacrein
Derbyshire Caen/Normandy

Holton Wood

Sandstone: York

Slate: Blue/Black (Cornish) Green (Westmoreland)

Grey/Blue (Welsh)

Granite: Light to medium grey

Headstones: Appearance

Polished stone or mirror finish is not permitted. 
Coloured lettering is not permitted save as follows:

Nacrein limestone may have the lettering picked out in contrasting matt; 
Slate may have the lettering picked out in off-white matt; Granite may have the lettering picked out in off white matt.

